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Syracuse, NY, Implements Community-Based

Car-Sharing

Integrates Car-Sharing Into Existing Transportation Network; Promotes Sustainable Community Living

CuseCar is a new, not-for-profit, commu-
nity-based, car-sharing organization serv-
ing the city of Syracuse, New York. The
purpose of the program is to promote sus-
tainable transportation, support environ-
mental, social and economic growth, and
integrate car-sharing options into the exist-
ing transportation network of Syracuse
and Onondaga County.

CuseCar is integrated into the commu-
nity to enhance existing transportation sys-
tems by offering a complementary alterna-
tive. The program seeks to promote sustain-
able living while reducing transportation
and parking issues in and around the city.
The official launch will take place on No-
vember 20 but CuseCars are being rolled
out in advance to a few key locations. The
first three vehicles will be made available
at SUNY ESF, an educational facility,
Synapse, a corporate business sponsor,
and in a local urban community, the Haw-
ley-Green Neighborhood.

In keeping with a commitment to envi-
ronmentally friendly transportation op-
tions, CuseCars initially will offer four al-
ternative fuel vehicles (AFVs), including
three Toyota Prius hybrids and one Honda
natural gas vehicle.

As the program expands, cars will be
made available at designated parking ar-
eas, also known as “origination” stations,

throughout the city. A total of 10 vehicles
are expected to be in place by the end of the
year and more will follow next year.

A steering committee made up of local
and regional stakeholders was convened to
work with city officials in identifying and
securing designated locations where
CuseCars might fulfill the greatest need
and have the most impact on the commu-
nity. The committee also helps to secure lo-
cal sponsors to partner with CuseCars.

The program works by allowing up to
150 members to sign up for a car at each lo-
cation. There is a one-time $40 sign up fee
and an annual membership fee of $100.

The hourly rate is $12, and 60 miles are
provided free with each use. Additional
mileage costs are calculated based on cur-
rent gasoline prices, with costs varying ac-
cording to fluctuations in gasoline prices.
Members can go online and register to use
the vehicles.

Ultimately, CuseCars hopes to help de-
velop infrastructure for new alternative ve-
hicles throughout the Syracuse area. The
group is looking at grant funding in 2010 to
install solar panels and to develop a net-
work of fueling stations around the
community.

According to Vita DeMarchi,
co-founder of CuseCar, there are more than
20 not-for-profit car-sharing operations fo-
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cused on the needs of individual commu-
nities. A unique feature of CuseCars is the
member-to-member services the program
offers. These include “go safe,” “go am-
bassador,” “go valet” and “go care” pro-
grams in which members help other mem-
bers complete tasks or accomplish activi-
ties they are unable or unavailable to do
for themselves.

An additional program, “go to,” high-
lights community-based businesses and
offers discounts at some area businesses.
It also gives local businesses an opportu-
nity to advertise on the organization’s
website.

CuseCars expects to offer economic
benefits to the community by channeling
money that might have gone toward the
purchase and maintenance of automobiles
to stores, restaurants and other leisure-ori-
ented endeavors in the community
instead.

For more information, visit
www.cusecar.com or contact Sarah Rob-
erts at info@cusecar.com or
315-CUSECAR (287-3227).
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